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¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
member, Fr Tony McSweeney SSS.  It is a much abbreviated 
version of one of three talks he gave last month to the 
church of Toowoomba.  After naming some of the challenges 
facing the church at large today ς her loss of prestige and 
privilege as a result of the sexual abuse crisis, the general 
loss of community in contemporary society, the 
άǎǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǇƛŎƪ-and-ŎƘƻƻǎŜέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǊŜƭƛƎπ
ion, the separation of spirituality from religion, and a break-
down in the process of handing on tradition ς he went on: 

What kind of response does the Lord want us to make in this 
new situation?  Three accents or lines of force seem to me 
of particular importance at the present time:  

¶ the first is to opt for Catholic inclusiveness rather than 
any form of fundamentalism or any partial approaches 
that would exacerbate the current polarization of left 
and right  

¶ the second is the pressing need to develop, and be 
deeply rooted in, a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ that shapes every aspect of our Christian thinking 
and practice  

¶ the third is to have the courage to address the task of 
evangelizing our culture without giving way to discour-
agement whether on account of our personal poverty or 
the paucity of our resources. 

A. Catholic Inclusiveness 

Today, it is the conservative pole, which commentator John 
!ƭƭŜƴ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ άǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭǎΣέ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 
come into dominance after a generation in which the liberal 
pole had most of the running.  It should not be for our 
church an either-or choice between these two.  Ideally, it is 
question of two poles, not two alternative churches ς often 
in tension, it is true, but contained somehow within Catholic 
unity.  One urges us to creativity and openness, the other 
insists on firmness of identity and continuity with tradition.  
The danger with the liberal pole is that of surrender to cul-
ture in a way that severs the link with tradition and dissolves 
identity; the danger of the other is that of reducing the     
dynamic richness and variety of tradition to something rig-
idly static and immobile. In the words of the great historian 
ƻŦ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΣ WŀǊƻǎƭŀǾ tŜƭƛƪŀƴΣ ά¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΤ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦέ 

We need to say at once that certain courses are to be ruled 
out as impractical.  We cannot hope to return, for example, 
to the earlier situation, to the pre-conciliar church, the 

church of the fifties.  Nor can we try to build a church of 
pure faith, for faith needs to be incarnated in a life and a 
culture.  Nor again should we dream of a pure church of the 
ultra orthodox that would constitute a bulwark against the 
times.  That has been a recurrent temptation over the   
centuries. 

At a time like ours, of dwindling numbers, diminishing     
resources and growing frustration, there is a great danger 
of exacerbating differences.  All of the great religions are     
experiencing similar stresses and tensions in our day.  Not 
only in Islam, but in Judaism, Buddhism, even Hinduism, as 
well as Christianity, intolerance and fundamentalism are 
gaining ground as people feel their very identity under 
siege.  In a world in which complexity baffles us and the 
sheer scale of the forces in play overwhelms us, the         
individual feels frustration at his or her powerlessness to 
determine her destiny.  Karen Armstrong warns us: 

It is important that we understand the dread and 
anxiety that lie at the heart of the fundamentalist 
vision, because only then will we begin to             
comprehend its passionate rage, its frantic desire to 
fill the void with certainty, and its conviction of    
ever-encroaching evil.  

Recent studies in the Unites States reveal a shrinking     
middle ground both in politics and religion, a waning of the 
will to converse with those with whom we disagree, as  
people retreat into safe enclaves of the like-minded.  Such 
an artificial clarification impoverishes us all, for we need 
each other in our diversity.  None of us possesses the whole 
truth and all of us need to be disabused of the illusion that 
we are always right.  Catholicity demands this of us.  It is 
the genius of our church. 

B. Personal Relationship With Jesus Christ  

It may seem too obvious to insist upon personal rootedness 
in a relationship of trusting love with Jesus Christ.  Yet I fear 
that all too frequently we take it for granted to our cost.  
For how else are we to temper our arrogance and calm our 
fearfulness?  Whether it be in the liturgy wars or the strug-
gles between social justice people and anti-abortionists, or 
whatever other field of battle in our church today, we must 
ask where such bitter anger and intolerance come from. 

It is precisely in such a climate of intolerance in which an-
ger leaves little room for conversation that the under-
standing of the church as a community of disciples is so  
important.  In the gospels, especially in Mark, the disciples 
are always failing, yet the Lord never gave up on them, 



Page 2 

notwithstanding their consistent obtuseness and their       
endemic rivalries.  Without stint he continued to give them 
his presence, sharing his word with them as he shared with 
them his bread and his cup.  

The truly amazing thing is that his greatest gifts were given to 
them in the moments of their most dismal and abject failure.  
On the eve of their cowardly abandonment of him, leaving 
him to die a lonely death, he gave them the most precious gift 
of all, his Eucharist.  Then, thirty or so years later, in the after-
math of the cruel Neronian persecutions, when some terrified 
Christians had betrayed their own brothers and sisters, he 
gave them the first of the gospels.  It is believed by many, in 
ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ 
the situation of a community shaken by the experience of 
failure and betrayal. 

How strange, that in the moments of our greatest misery and 
moral penury, he should abound in his most lavish gifts!  As 
we in our time walk the journey of faith in the midst of our 
fellow disciples, he continues to address our anxieties,       
admonishing us not to be afraid, but to believe, inviting us to 
discern what lies beneath our rivalries and our conflicts and 
our harsh judgments of one another.  As Ronald Rolheiser has 
put it: 

¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ[ƻƻƪΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǊǘƎŀƎŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǇǎŜǘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŀƭ 
ƛǎǎǳŜΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘΣ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ 
ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōǳǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
frustrated about them. All that other stuff has its    
ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ 

It is only in fidelity to the triad of CommunityςWordς
Eucharist that we will slowly become church. If we are really 
serious about becoming a community of disciples, we may 
then find that we really do have something to say, after all, to 
the people of our time.   

C. Evangelizing Our Culture 

Evangelisation means the making known of the gospel to 
those who have not heard it at all or at least have not heard it 

as good news.  It may occur in many ways, through explicit 
announcement, for example, but it may also be realized by 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ 
light in the world, salt to bring savour, leaven to lighten the 
whole batch (cf. Mt 5,13-16; 13,33).  He told us explicitly that 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ όWƴ мсΣорύΦ 

The Asian bishops have stated at their 1996 Synod in Rome 
ǘƘŀǘ άŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ !ǎƛŀƴ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 
where evangelisation of culture comes in.  A culture is basi-
cally the way a group or people gives meaning to its life.  This 
expresses an understanding of life and the values by which 
people choose to live.  It is incarnated not only in institutions 
and monuments, in expressive forms such as the arts, in 
dance and music, but even more basically in language and 
sensibility, in manners and a multitude of other ways.  

The Christian who, on the basis of the gospel, is discriminat-
ing and discerning about what attitudes and modes of      
behaviour he or she accepts from the reigning cultural 
norms, and what ones he or she rejects is by that very fact 
engaging in evangelising.  By the ways we demur and by the 
ways we concur, in short, we are reinforcing the good or  
being complicit in what is evil and unhealthy in the culture in 
which we live. In the latter case, our presence in our society 
is anti-evangelical; in the former, it is an effective and real 
proclamation of the good news of Jesus Christ even when we 
may not explicitly name him.  

In our culture the church seems to be living through an era of 
inexorable decline.  Yet history and the gospel itself tell us 
that there is always more to it than we suspect.  Every time, 
in fact, is a kairos, a moment of opportunity when God is 
acting, even when what we see most obviously around us 
bears the appearance simply of decline and death. It seems 
that the Lord is especially, but hiddenly, active precisely in 
such times of apparent diminishment and loss.  

Tony McSweeney, SSS 
Jaroslav Pelikan. The Christian Tradition. A History of the 
Development of Doctrines. Chicago: Uni of Chicago Press, 1971. 
Karen Armstrong. The Battle for God. A History of Fundamentalism. 
New York: Ballantine, 2001. 
WƻƘƴ !ƭƭŜƴΣ ά¢ƻ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƘǳƳŀƴΥ wƻƭƘŜƛǎŜǊ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭǎΣέ ƛƴ 
the National Catholic Reporter, May 25, 2010. 

TWO GOLDEN JUBILEES! 
Congratulations and best wishes to Frs John Morton and Pat Negri SSS who celebrate their golden jubilee of priest-
hood this month on the 16th and 24th respectively.  Frs John and Pat are the two remaining members of the remarkable 
òGroup of Nineó that joined the Blessed Sacrament Congregation together in 1953 and stayed together as an unbroken 

group all the way through to ordination and their 10th anniversary of priesthood.   

Fr John Morton joined after serving in the war then working in local government in his native Albury.  
Once ordained he undertook various leadership roles in our Melbourne, Sydney, Bowral and Toowoomba      
communities.  He also served as parish priest in Perth.  Always with an eye for practical property matters, 
John was elected as Provincial Treasurer time and again for an extraordinary 19 years in office.  These days 
he is in declining health and lives as a retired member of our Sydney community.   

Fr Pat Negri entered the novitiate on finishing his secondary schooling in Sale.  After ordination he went 
on to serve in Sydney, Melbourne, Bowral and Lower Plenty, especially in the fields of faith education and 
retreat ministry.  He led the Australian Province for two terms as Provincial Superior from 1972-78.  In 
1984 he travelled to Berkeley, California, to pursue higher studies which saw him eventually gain a doctor-
ate in art and theology.  On return he lectured at Yarra Theological Union while also flourishing as an  
artist.  He currently serves as Provincial Treasurer.  Characteristically he will celebrate his jubilee with an 
  art exhibition in the Pastoral Centre.   Heavenly blessings on both! 



óFAR EAST ó  &  THE COLUMBAN SOCIETY  

Fr Robert McCulloch , a Columban priest, will be  
visiting and speaking at all Masses  at St Francisô on the 

weekend of  July 24 -25 . 

Fr Robert will share his long overseas mission   
experience in Pakistan and promote  subscriptions to  

the Columbansô Far East  magazine. 
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ART AT ST FRANCISõ 
            17 June  - 11 July                                   

Chinese -Vietnamese Art   by  

   Sr Marguerite Nguyen, FMA  
****  

              12 July ð  9 August  

           ôPainting for a Jubileeõ 

Fr Pat Negri SSS  

Paintings in celebration of  his 50th 
anniversary of priesthood  

REGULAR MONTHLY MASSESREGULAR MONTHLY MASSESREGULAR MONTHLY MASSES    

Mass signed for the deaf:  10.00 am first Sunday (4 July)  

Tertiary Students Mass : 6.00 pm first Sunday (4 July)  

Filipino Mass : 2.30 pm second Sunday (11 July)  

For people living with HIV/AIDS : 5.30 pm  

second Tuesday (13 July)  

Indonesian Mass : 2.45 pm third Sunday (18 July )  

ñRealizing The Vision:  

150 Years of Liturgical Renewalò  

A four-week liturgical study tour in Europe     
in November 2011.   

A Yarra Theological Union initiative.  

More information next month! 

Interested? Email studytour@ytu.edu.au 

PARISH DANCES 

8:00 pm Fri 30 July (& last Friday every month)  

Our Lady Help of Christians Hall  

49 Nicholson St (next Barkly St)  

East Brunswick  

Bring own food/drink; tea/coffee provided  

Ring Maurice 9895 5266  

Admission $5  

Learn to Dance : classes with a variety of music       
at 8.00 pm every Tuesday.  

Faith Formation Programme  

The St Francisõ Faith Formation Programme  

will resume  on Sunday 18 July . 
Anyone interested in the Catholic faith is    

welcome to come along to discussions held  in  

the St Francisõ Pastoral  Centre at 1.00 pm 

ARCHBISHOP’S OFFICE FOR EVANGELISATION 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘŘƛƻŎŜǎŜΗ 
Check the website for a host of great opportunities at  

www.evangelisation.org 

INTRODUCTION TO RCIA 

Tuesdays 13 July– 7 Sep & 5 –19 October  
6.00 pm—8.00 pm 

Presenter: Fr Elio Capra SDB 

Thomas Carr Centre, 278 Victoria Pde, East 
Melbourne 

The course will emphasise practical, creative, musical and pas-
toral aspects of the Rite ς a solid basis for anyone who is inter-

ested in knowing about RCIA or  wanting to be involved in a 
parish team. 

óEUCHARIST:THE BASIC SPIRITUALITYô 
An e-book by Fr Frank OôDea SSS 

With 30 Witness Stories and 

Questions for Group Discussion 

 Available free  online at:  theeucharist.wordpress.com  

BISHOP KELLY MEMORIAL CONCERT  

Featuring St Francisô renowned organist,  

Anthony  Hal l iday  

St  Pa t r i ck  and the Holy  Angels  

10 Rogers Street   Mentone  

Sunday  Augus t  1  at  2.30pm  

 

 
 Soc ia l  Just ice in  the Ci ty Seminar  

Wednesday 30  Jul y 12 .00  –1.00  pm 

Prof .  Frank Brennan SJ AO  

Socia l  Just ice and the Human Rights  Agenda in  an 
Elect ion Year  

St  Francis ’  Pastora l  Centre  

Enjoy a compl imentary cuppa– a l l  are welcome .  

Further  in format ion:   Pau la :  9895 -5800  

WALTER SILVESTER MEMORIAL  LECTURE 

Pro fesso r  Donn a Orsu to 

 D i rec tor ,  Lay  Sp i r i tua l i ty  Cen t re ,  and  Pro fessor  o f  
Sp i r i tua l  Theo logy ,  Gregor ian  Un ive rs i ty ,  Rome. 

Tuesday  20 Ju ly  at  6 :30  pm,  Chr is t  Lec tu re  Thea t re ,  
ACU,   V i c tor ia  Parade  F i tz roy .  Re f reshmen ts  6 .00-6 .30  

pm.  Book ings  by  12  Ju ly :  Pa t  Heywood   

9459-1798 or   ema i l  pa t ron2@dodo.com.au   

SPIRITUALITY IN THE PUB 
There is no SIP meeting in July. Meetings resume in August. 

MCD CENTENARY CONFERENCE  

The Melbourne College of Divinity has been a    

pioneer in ecumenical theological education for one 
hundred years.  To mark this auspicious occasion it is 

holding a special Centenary Conference:  

óThe Future of Religion in Australian Societyô 

5 - 7 July , Trinity College  

 University of Melbourne  

Register : www.mcd.edu.au  



   

 July 2010 at St Francis’  
 
 
 

 
  
Mass signed for the deaf: 10.00 am Sunday 4 July 
  
Tertiary Students’ Mass: 6.00 pm Sunday 4 July 
 
Filipino Community Eucharist: 2.30 pm Sunday 11 July 
 
Mass for people living with HIV/Aids: 5.30 pm Tuesday 13 July 
 
Indonesian Community Mass: 2.45 pm Sunday 18 July 
 
Fr Ed’s monthly reflection for July: Prayer Before The Eucharist 
 
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help & Eucharistic Benediction: 12.30 pm Friday  

Rosary: 11.30 am Monday to Saturday in the Ladye Chapel 

Sung MORNING PRAYER of the Church: 8.30 am Monday to Friday 
 
Sung EVENING PRAYER of the Church: 6.00 pm Monday to Friday, 5.30 pm Sunday 
 

MELBOURNE SINGLE CATHOLICS 35 -55 

A singles group who offer a wide variety of activities ïand no 

joining fee! Their next event is a visit to the European  

Masters at the National Gallery of Victoria on  

Sunday 11 July at 12:00 noon. For more information, go to: 

www.meetup.com/melbourne-single-catholics 

EUCHARISTIC ASSOCIATES 

Next meeting: Sunday 25 July 

 St Francis’ Pastoral Centre 

2.00 pm - 4.00 pm Meeting 

Contact person:  Melville Miranda on 9809 4316 

SERVITIUM CHRISTI 

The Final Profession of Tina Lazzaro will take place 

during the 1.30 pm Eucharist on 

Sunday 1 August 2010 at  St Francis’ Church 

Details: Mary Williams on 9818 5375  

            Tina Lazzaro on 9432 4441 

MACYAC 
MACKILLOP YOUNG 
ADULT COMMUNITY 

Retreat weekend  
for people 18-35 

ôMary MacKillop-Inspired 

& Inspiringõ 

Friday 9 July  (evening) to 
Sunday 11 July  

19 Ocean Boulevarde, Jan 
Juc  Details-  Email:  
macyac@sosj.org.au 

Ritað 0419-299-065  

PRAY 2010  

Last chance to join this 
major gathering on 

prayer in sunny  
Brisbane  during July .  

Details and registration:  

www.pray2010.org.au  

More than 2,000 people  
have registered ð sign up 

for a workshop today!  

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 

A wonderful opportunity for couples to enrich their  
marriages, presented by volunteer couples and a priest. 

Based on Catholic values, but open to all.  
The next weekend is 20 - 22 August.  

Information & bookings:  Peter & Erika Smith   
phone 9899 - 0824 , or email vicbookings@wwme.org.au  

Check the website: www.wwme.org.au  

 PILGRIMAGE TO SCOTLAND & 

ROME 

Join the official pilgrimage organized by 

the Archdiocese of Melbourne for the  

canonization of Mary MacKillop with  

guaranteed tickets to all main  

ceremonies. Led by Fr Greg Bennet PP of St Bedeôs North 

Balwyn. Harvest Pilgrimages: 1300-467-663  or  check  

www.canonisationtravel.com 

 Preparing for the Canonisation of Mary MacKillop 

óHow does Mary MacKillop help us to reclaim    
humility in our lives today?ô 

Wednesday 14 July                                             
10.30 am-2.30 pm or 7.30-9.00 pm  

Facilitator: Yvonne Hart, RSJ    

     St Josephõs Convent 16 Esplanade, Williamstown 


