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Newsletter AUSTRALIA: LAND OF SPIRIT? 

A passage in one of Andrew Hamilton’s Eureka Street      
election post-mortems caught my eye.  He observed that in 
this election “Australia” did not exist.  We had no sense of a    
nation united by a vision of the common good.  Instead, 
“Quite different groups of voters in different states, and in 
different regions of the state, were each dominated by their 
own interests and resentments.  As a result any campaign 
that presupposed a uniform Australia and a set of broad 
Australian goals seemed bound to fail.”   The reality was that 
both major parties “played to strong local desires and       
resentments, focused on the attitudes of people in seats 
that were in play, ignored statements of vision or of general 
principle, and reduced leadership to the leaders’ fellow  
feeling with whoever they were visiting.  Any distinctively       
national policies were negative – against boat people and 
the unemployed.”                 

These remarks triggered a connection for me with Mary 
MacKillop.  In stark contrast to the absence of a national 
outlook during the election Mary boldly declared to Pope 
Pius IX in 1873, twenty-eight years before Federation: “It is 
an Australian who writes this.”  She stated this in a lengthy 
document she had written for the Pope about the Sisters of 
Joseph, the uniquely Australian religious community which 
she and Fr Julian Tenison Woods had co-founded.  In a      
recent article in The Catholic Leader, Sr Margaret McKenna 
RSJ explains that Mary wanted the Pope to understand what 
made the Sisters of St Joseph different from communities in 
Ireland, England and the rest of Europe.  It was “her          
experiences as an Australian [that gave] her an informed  
insight into the most effective ways to offer Catholic        
education in the rural settlements of her homeland.”  Sr 
Margaret goes on to give several reasons why Mary’s claim 
to Australian identity in 1873 was radical at the time.  Here’s 
a summary of them. 

When Mary wrote to the Pope, “Australia” didn’t exist; what 
did exist were separate British colonies.  She had lived in 
three of them – Victoria, South Australia and Queensland – 
and was well aware of their differences.  She also recognised 
the similarities that needed a national approach to         
evangelisation.  She knew and loved “Australia”, accepted 
what made it distinctive, and had her finger on the pulse of 
the “emerging secular liberalism and the growing sentiment 
of democracy.”  Her sense of a nation-to-be long anticipated 
the vigorous debates of the last decades of the century that 
culminated in the Federation of 1901.   

Mary began her statement to the Pope with a prayer, and 

then went on to observe that “the many wants of the      
Australian Colonies” could “hardly be realised by those who 
have not had some experience of them”.  Just a little later 
she staked her claim:  "It is an Australian who writes this, 
one brought up in the midst of many of the evils she tries 
to describe, and who has over and over again heard pious 
priests and zealous bishops sadly deplore a state of things 
which they could not remedy; and later still known many of 
the same to declare that in the peculiar spirit of the sister-
hood they saw at least the answer to their frequent sighs 
and prayers."  Mary went on, as Sr Margaret observes, to 
describe the difficulties faced by the ordinary Catholics of 
the day: the scattered nature of settlement, poor       
knowledge of Catholic beliefs, the lack of access to Mass 
and the sacraments and religious instruction, a sectarian 
environment, and public education policies.   In sum, Mary 
wrote, all these influences have "produced (in many       
parents) a total blindness to all that concerns the religious 
education of their children".   

Mary saw the need and discerned the remedy: a             
congregation of women dedicated to the education of poor 
and isolated Catholic children.  Her mission transcended 
colonial and diocesan boundaries, her vision was             
prophetically national.  The struggle she had to maintain 
this vision is well documented.  Her choice of the religious 
name Mary of the Cross was itself prophetic.  Her suffering 
was the stuff of heroic holiness.  Mary’s self-identification 
as an Australian is a humbling reminder of her breadth of 
vision and of her courageous commitment to its realisation.  
We Australian Catholics are rightly proud of such a feisty, 
determined, independently-minded and great-hearted 
woman.  At the same time we may well feel she stands in 
silent judgement of us.  Our efforts to bear witness to the 
gospel may seem quite compromised, confused and half-
hearted by comparison.   

Which brings me back to another Andrew Hamilton Eureka 
Street election post-mortem.  This one was provocatively 
entitled “We’re to blame for this election shocker.”  My  
immediate reaction was defensive dissent from this         
accusing headline but I read on.  What I read didn’t soothe 
or reassure me.  Like all unwelcome truth it called for    
conversion, and who finds that comfortable?  Here’s a fair 
slab of what Hamilton had to say.  Having named some of 
the major challenges that face us as a society – climate 
change, the treatment of marginalised minorities such as 
indigenous people and asylum seekers, and the humane 



use of our minerals-based prosperity – he declared it was self-
indulgent to blame politicians for lack of leadership.   

“If anything is to change,” he wrote, “it must begin with    
Australian public opinion. That can change only if those who 
care for Australia's future keep an active interest in public life 
and participate in it in modest ways.  We should ask to be 
offered leadership from the top only after we have            
committed ourselves to provide it within the small groups 
that form the basis of our public life. To involve ourselves in 
public life is less about acting and speaking visibly in public 
forums than about acting and speaking more deeply.”  

Referring specifically to climate change, he went on: “When 
we take seriously the need to make climate change salient in 
our lives, and so to change our own patterns of living, we  
inevitably become involved in honest conversation, and so 
able to influence others. Inevitably we find ourselves         
representing our views in more public circles, connecting with 
others who share our convictions, and becoming involved in 
more public ways.  As more people become similarly involved 
and connected, public opinion will be affected. Eventually it 
will be reflected in policies that politicians will ignore at their 
peril. Leadership will then naturally develop.   

“The other large challenges that face Australia require the 
same continued involvement by ordinary Australians in public 
life. They require the same integrity in naming what respect 
for the human dignity of less privileged Australians entails, in 
becoming familiars of those different from ourselves, and 
being linked with like minded people by conversation and 
action that will eventually change public opinion.”    

Clearly we’ve all got work to do.  Let me conclude with one 
person’s account of the nitty-gritty task of influencing the 
political process.  Just prior to the election, Frank Quinlan, 
Director of Catholic Social Services Australia, wrote a piece in 
Eureka Street called “Inside Canberra’s Catholic lobby”.  He 
explained: “. . . the task of political influence seldom involves 
the linear path from Gospel values, to a careful understanding 
of the needs and aspirations of vulnerable people, to well 
conducted research, to sound and effective public policy   
expressed in effective and just social programs and better 
legislation.  

“The real task of political influence is frequently undertaken 
late in the evening, when the House of Representatives or the 
Senate is sitting but the public galleries are empty.  

 

 “For those of us 'outsiders' seeking to influence the political 
agenda it is always an 'away game'. As visitors we are       
welcome enough, but we have no office, nowhere to gather  
thoughts privately, and frequently no colleagues with whom 
to discuss options and ideas. The opportunity to influence a 
new public policy can be fleeting. It can appear by chance, or 
follow an arduous and strategic build-up over months or 
years.” 

And the outcome is usually a compromise, as Quinlan went 
on to explain: “In a letter entitled 'Catholic culture for true 
humanism', Cardinal Giacomo Biffi, Archbishop of Bologna, 
points to some of the challenges that those seeking to bring 
a Catholic voice to the political process encounter: 'In this 
field the disciple of Jesus will be able to rejoice at times over 
unsuspected agreements with unbelievers, in the defence of 
an ethical principle or in a practical choice. Further, he will 
listen with respect and with sincere interest to the opinions 
of all because he does not forget that, as St Thomas repeated 
often, "Every truth by whomever it is said is from the Holy 
Spirit".'  Cardinal Biffi goes on to say 'Politics, we are used to 
saying, is the art of the compromise.'” 

Somewhat prophetically Quinlan went on: “Whoever is 
elected to government on 21 August, and wherever power 
rests between the major and minor parties in the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, it will be a compromise. No 
party has on offer the full suite of policies, programs and 
legislation that we would consider ideal.  

“[After the election] Catholic Social Services Australia and 
other agencies and advocates will recommence our task of 
diligently working with elected representatives to promote a 
fairer, more inclusive society that reflects and supports the 
dignity, equality and participation of all people, knowing that 
ultimately we will have to settle for less than we would 
hope.” 

The gospel of the day today has been the dramatic account 
of Jesus’ messianic claim in the synagogue in Nazareth.  
There and then Jesus declared himself anointed with        
prophetic spirit to proclaim good news for the poor, new 
sight for the blind, liberty for captives, and a season of grace 
for all.  If this promise is always being fulfilled “today”, it is 
because enough of us, like Mary MacKillop, dare to look   
beyond our limited horizons, identify with a larger world, and 
put our hearts and hands to work. 
         Tom Knowles SSS 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT ! 

Come along to St Patrickõs Cathedral                  

at 2.30 pm on Sunday 19 September .  

To show your support for a little band of pilgrims from  St 

Francisõ.  Four catechumens who have been journeying 

through our Faith Formation  Programme this year will be 

elected by the Archbishop for the final stage of their       

preparation for baptism, confirmation and first eucharist.              

The Cathedral is a very big space for such a small group so 

come along and join us for this special Rite of  Election.  

Vony, Sasha, Irene and Jai will appreciate your solidarity 

with them at this important stage of their journey of faith.                                       
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Don’t miss out on upcoming events in the Archdiocese! Check 
the website for a host of great opportunities at  

www.evangelisation.org 

JESUS YOUTH   

Jesus Youth is an international Catholic  youth 
movement.  We meet Friday  evenings 6.30 -8.30 

pm in St Francis' Pastoral Centre.  

 Young people - especially international   students - can 
expect a warm welcome.  You might like to join us at the 

5.30 pm Mass  before the meeting.            

 Contact  Gavin : 0431-108-887  Suzette : 0417-398-258    

Why?                                                                                      



LEND US YOUR PRAYER    

Please keep the priests, deacon and brothers of 

the Blessed  Sacrament Community in your 

prayer this month .                                                          

Many of us will be taking part in our four -yearly 

national òsummit conferenceó from 12-17 September. This 

meeting ð our Provincial  Chapter ð brings the religious of 

our Australian Province together to review our life and  

mission, plan ahead for the future, and elect a leadership 

team for the next four years.  We especially ask for your 

prayerful solidarity because the time has come for us to 

make important decisions in the light of our declining  

numbers and increasing age and frailty.                                      

As  several of our priests will be engaged in this meeting, 

there will be no reconciliation ministry (confession) during 

that week . Mass will continue to be celebrated according to 

the regular timetable . We trust you will understand the 

need for this break in our service of reconciliation . 
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             ART AT ST FRANCISõ 

13 August ñ17 September       

                     Peter Biram  

         Environmental Expressionism  

****************  

     21 September ñ24 October  

     Marisa Avano   

    Contemporary Artwork  

Mon -Fri 10.00 am -5.00pm, Sun 10.00 am -3.00 pm  

REGULAR MONTHLY MASSESREGULAR MONTHLY MASSESREGULAR MONTHLY MASSES    

Mass signed for the deaf:  10.00 am first Sunday              

( 5 September)  

Tertiary Students Mass : 6.00 pm first Sunday  

(5 September)  

Filipino Mass : 2.30 pm second Sunday (12 September)  

For people living with HIV/AIDS : 5.30 pm  

second Tuesday (14 September)  

Indonesian Mass : 2.45 pm third Sunday (19 September )  

SPIRITUALITY IN THE PUB (SIP) 
Sr Brigid Arthur, activist member of the Brigidine Asylum 

Seekers Project will speak and converse with asylum seekers: 
ôNow the election is over,                                                 

what happens  to our asylum seekers?õ 

Pumphouse Hotel  128 Nicholson St Fitzroy  

Wednesday 1 September at  8.00 pm  (Meals available prior) 

PARISH DANCES 

8:00 pm Fri  24 September (& last Friday 

every month)  

Our Lady Help of Christians Hall  

49 Nicholson St (next Barkly St)  

East Brunswick  

Bring own food/drink; tea/coffee provided  

Ring Maurice 9895 5266  

Admission $5  

Learn to Dance : classes with a variety of music 
at 8.00 pm every Tuesday.  

VINCENT PALLOTTI SCHOLARSHIP FOR LAY MINISTRY 

Twice each year the Pallottines offer several scholarships/
grants  varying between $500 and $5000,  to selected applicants 

who wish to establish or continue a work of Christian lay    
ministry. Go to: www.pallottine.org.au or contact the Secretary, 

Vincent Pallotti Scholarship Trust, 85 Studley Park Road, Kew  
3101.  Applications for 2010 close 31st October. 

DONôT MISS OUT! 

Dudley Moore, the Man and his Music              

Enjoy a fabulous night out and celebrate the genius of 

this great musician, actor and comedian in a show    

starring brilliant Australian pianist (direct from London)       

Daniel de Borah  

   All the proceeds from tickets sold by St Francisô 

Choir go to support the work of the choir .  

   Where?  The Athenaeum Theatre, Collins St  

   When?   7.00 pm Monday 20 September  

   How much?  Just $50  for the show and  drinks!  

Order your tickets now on Tel/Fax 9639 4560  

   or via stfmusic@blessedsacrament.com.au .  

NATIONAL E - CONFERENCE ð óJESUS THE CHRISTô 

Take advantage of this opportunity to be part 
of  another excellent  e-conference  organised 

by the National Conference of Bishops  and  the 
Broken Bay Institute, with noted scholar  

                 CǊ DŜǊŀƭŘ hΩ/ƻƭƭƛƴǎ {W 
    Join us at {ǘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŜƴǘǊŜ   

  Thursday 16 September 10.00 am τ3.00 pm 
BYO lunch; tea & coffee will be provided 

Bookings: Fr Jo Dirks SSS    Phone: 9663-2495 
Email:  jdirks@blessedsacrament.com.au    

 

 
 

 Social  Just ice in the Ci ty Seminar  

Wednesday  29 September  12.00 –1.00 pm 

Fr  Tom Knowles SSS & MCCIA Panel  

Disadvantage in the Ci ty :   

Cur ren t  Church  Responses  

St Francis ’  Pastoral  Centre                                      
Enjoy a compl imentary cuppa & biscui t  – al l  a re welcome .  

Further informat ion:   Paula:  9895 -5800  
 

A four -week liturgical study tour in Europe in November 2011é 

Interested? Email: studytour@ytu.edu.au  

NO SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Please note that there will be no ministry of reconciliation 
(confession) during the week starting Sunday                    

12 September.  This is due to the four-yearly Provincial 
Chapter of the Blessed Sacrament Community.                  

Reconciliation will  resume on Tuesday 21 September. 

http://www.pallottine.org.au/
mailto:stfmusic@blessedsacrament.com.au


   

 September 2010 at St Francis’  

 
 

 
Mass signed for the deaf: 10.00 am Sunday 5 September 
  
Tertiary Students’ Mass: 6.00 pm Sunday 5 September 
 
Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Wednesday 8 September 
 
Filipino Community Eucharist: 2.30 pm Sunday 12 September 
 
Feast of the Triumph of the Cross: Tuesday 14 September 
 
Mass for people living with HIV/Aids: 5.30 pm Tuesday 14 September 
 
Indonesian Community Mass: 2.45 pm Sunday 19 September  
 
Fr Ed’s monthly reflection for September: Companionable Silence 
 
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help & Eucharistic Benediction: 12.30 pm Friday  

Rosary: 11.30 am Monday to Saturday in the Ladye Chapel 

Sung MORNING PRAYER of the Church: 8.30 am Monday to Friday 
 
Sung EVENING PRAYER of the Church: 6.00 pm Monday to Friday, 5.30 pm Sunday 

CENTACAREõS 75th ANNIVERSARY  CONCERT 

 St Patrickõs Cathedral 2.30 pm Sunday October 3  

Featuring  vocalist Mark Vincent , 2009 winner of Australiaõs Got      
Talent and harpist Alana Conway , finalist from 2010.                    

Bookings:   www.centacaremelbourne.org      Enquiries: 9287 - 5517               

Congratulations again for your generous support for the Centacare 
Appeal at St Francisõ. You donated more than $12,000ð well done!   

EUCHARISTIC ASSOCIATES 

Next meeting: Sunday 26 September 

 St Francis’ Pastoral Centre 

2.00 pm - 4.00 pm Meeting 

Contact person:  Melville Miranda on 9809 4316 

SERVITIUM CHRISTI 

(Eucharistic Secular Institute) 

 Next Meeting:  Saturday 18 September 

St Francis’ Pastoral Centre at 2.00 pm  

Details: Mary Williams on  9818 5375         

           Tina Lazzaro on 9432 4441 

MacYAC              

MacKillop Young 

Adult  Community  

invites young adults to 

visit significant sites in 

Mary MacKillopõs life in 

Melbourne. Meet at         

Flagstaff  Gardens at     

2.00 pm on the 4th         

Saturday of the month. 

Bookings: 9926 -9300 or 

email 

macyac@sosj.org.au  

CELEBRATING  

AUSTRALIAėS   

FIRST SAINT  

17 October 2010  

in Melbourne 
 

    
 

 

   

 

Procession, Festival and 

Live Broadcast of                        

Canonisation from Rome. 

In Fitzroy and at Royal 

Exhibition Building. For 

more details visit: 

www.cam.org.au/mackillop 

Clinical Pastoral Education Opportunity:  

Joe White CPE Residency Programme  

Peter Mac , Australiaôs foremost Cancer Centre, has four opportunities     
available for people with a passion for Pastoral Care . This nine-month full -

time education programme runs from 21 February to 18 November 
2011 . There is a stipend plus leave entitlements. 

Enquiries: Paula 9656 -1301 or email : paula.donnoli@petermac.org 

Further information on Peter Mac:  www.petermac.org 

Applications close Friday 8 October 2010.  

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  

Check the website: www.wwme.org.au  

The next weekend for married couples will be held on           
15-17 October in Wantirna. 

Information & bookings:  Peter & Erika Smith   

phone 9899 -0824 , or email vicbookings@wwme.org.au  

MELBOURNE SINGLE CATHOLICS 35-55 

Meet other Catholic singles for interesting and varied events. 
Check the website for details of upcoming social activities!  

Go to: www.meetup.com/melbourne-single-catholics 

Queries? email: marklachal@live.com or tel: 0408 733 794 

http://www.cam.org.au/mackillop

